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FOR MORE INFORMATION  
http://www.whatcomcounty.us/2571/Current-

Planning  

 

Paula Harris, River & Flood Manager, Whatcom 

County Public Works 

 

pharris@co.whatcom.wa.us     360.778.6230  

DEVELOP DATA AND SUPPORT FOR 

FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGIES 
Successful floodplain management is not just about 

building and maintaining levees. It is also about 

restoring healthy salmon runs and maintaining a viable 

agriculture community, all while reducing risk to life 

and property and minimizing long-term costs.  

Whatcom County Flood Control Zone District and its 

partners are developing the data and building the 

community understanding necessary to prepare a 

floodplain management plan that successfully 

integrates the needs of fish, flood, and farms for the 

lower 36 miles of the Nooksack River. 

What we’re doing  
These are the key elements to be accomplished: 

■ Provide support for the broad-based 

stakeholder group that is guiding plan 

development 

■ Acquire additional sedimentation data on the 

lower 6 miles of the Nooksack to refine 

possible project alternatives 

■ Synthesize baseline geomorphic and salmon 

habitat information to identify historic change, 

current conditions, and management 

opportunities and challenges 

■ Collect elevation survey data for structures 

within the floodplain for risk assessment 

■ Develop and analyze reach-scale management  

approaches and project alternatives that benefit 

fish/flood/farms 

■ Apply a benefit-cost analysis tool as part of the 

alternatives analysis 

■ Select preferred project alternatives in each 

reach for further development and 

implementation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 
Members of the community are encouraged to track 

project progress and attend a public meeting to give 

us your input on a vision for the Nooksack River 

floodplain.  Project information is available through 

the web link below and the public meeting dates, 

once scheduled, will be posted there also.  

ABOUT US 
Whatcom County Flood Control Zone District is a 

county-wide special purpose district whose board is 

composed of the members of the Whatcom County 

Council and the County Executive. Whatcom County 

Public Works supports the District with flood 

response, floodplain planning, and flood hazard 

reduction and salmon habitat projects.  
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